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Liberalism, judging all things, not by their expediency or
profit, but by the eternal standards of right and wrong.
Unfortunately, the majority of Liberals tried to make the
best of both worlds : they condemned the war, while at the
same time accepting it*   And by so doing they sacrificed
their  all-but-impregnable  position.   If they  had  firmly
taken their stand upon the injustice and the immorality of
the Government policy, they could have done battle with a
firm grasp of moral issues; and probably,  by degrees,
awakened the uneasy conscience of their fellow-countrymen.
But once they had quitted this high ground, and descended
to debate the expediency or inexpediency of the war, and
its prolongation, they were really at Chamberlain's mercy*
For when two men agree that a war must be fought, he who
believes in fighting it with the greatest possible rigour and
ruthlessness is bound to win.   It is because of that fact that
it has been an axiom in democratic politics that, while a war
lasts, any change of Government will be from the less, to the
more, unscrupulously bellicose.   That truth was abundantly
verified at the " Khaki Election " of 1900, when the Liberal
Party sustained the overwhelming defeat which,  in the
circumstances, it so richly deserved; though it is worthy of
note that even at such a time, when the war fever was at its
height, the Government only increased its representation in
the House of Commons by four.   The bulk of the Liberal
Party, avoiding the uncompromising Imperialism of the
small right wing, and also the Pro-Boer attitude of the
somewhat larger left wing, took up a central position, con-
demning the outbreak of the war, and promising to call to a
rigorous account when it was over those whose policy had
brought it about; but maintaining that since hostilities were
actually in progress, patriotism demanded that the Govern-
ment should be afforded every assistance in the vigorous and
successful prosecution of the campaign*   Chamberlain, at the